Girls Soccer on the increase

For the first time in years, interest in girls’ soccer at Stratford High School is at an all time high.

 “After trials we only had one soccer team,” said Wayne Smith, the girls’ coach. “And then a group of girls who wanted to play socially came to me with a list of about thirteen names, so now we have two girls’ soccer teams.” 
Mr Smith said, “We lost a lot of seniors last year. We’ve got a lot of new players who have never played before.” He said that this is the reason the teams are not as strong as they have been in previous years.
Mr Smith said part of the reason for the interest in girls’ soccer is due to more juniors playing. “A lot of girls don’t start playing until Year 11, 12, or 13, so to get some of the Year 9s interested is totally new.”

Stratford High School Principal, Mr Warren Purdy, commented that “the more girls that want to get involved in sport the better.” He believes that having two girls’ soccer teams is “fantastic”.
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Stratford ties with top team

Stratford’s 2nd XV rugby team drew against top table team Francis Douglas 3rd XV on  the weekend. 

They played a tough game of rugby against a well drilled opposition in hot conditions and ended up with a 15-all finish.

The heat was just one factor contributing to the stalemate between the two top teams, but this game was all about the players. Stratford’s centre, Chase Hagley was the standout player. He ran with enthusiasm and power making light work of the opposition defences.

 Stratford had a simple game plan, play a running game. This tactic seemed to work well as Stratford lead 10-3 at the halftime break, but some soft tries in the second half brought Francis Douglas right back into the game. It was a tough match, against a top table team and both sides were even in nearly all aspects of the game. 

The injury tally shows just how hard the match was. Many of the players limped off the field after the hooter was blown in need of a well deserved rest.

So what’s next for the brave Stratford side? The team’s dreams and aspirations are that they will now go on to win the Premier 2nd Division. 
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Students organize successful concert

Stratford High School’s 40-hour famine team recently organised a successful Rock ‘n Rave concert to raise money for countries in poverty. The profit from the night was $2000. 

Cory Jacobson, a 40-hour famine team member, said that the idea came up at a leadership camp for World Vision. Many students thought the concert was a good idea but many thought it would never happen. “After getting permission and spending hours of personal time, the concert took place; it was a great feeling,” said Cory.

The Stratford High School’s hall was the venue and it was open to all Taranaki students. The first half of the night was dedicated to rock, performed by live teenage Taranaki bands, the second half to techno rave. 

Cory hopes there will be another Rock ‘n Rave. “We’ve got all the sponsors on board now, so if we were to do it again then it’d be easy. People thought it was amazing we were doing it.”
Nikita Ridgway

